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© For asthe body is one, and hath thany members; sin ths ilaciclae. 
, being many, are ene body, as also is Christ. 


Paptine int ene body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, Shader Oe 
and have been made todrink into one spirit. And whether one # 
all the members suffer with it; or one member be honored, all the 
with it.” 1 Cor. xii. 12, 13, 26. 


THE subject which, from. these words, I pldpese toi 
the duties which the members of the church owe to each 
There are duties which every society owes to itself, as 
duties which every individual owes to himself. . Those 
the nature and objects of the association. They a 
pertain to its own strength and respectability; to hiv 4 
welfare of its members ; oy to Pie rps and 
to the purpose for which the society has been ford rm 
i be of such a nature that a large p of its dati ie 
he internal affairs;.or it may be of a kind. xd to 
jabeecae on those around i it, and yet its whole oieney will de- 
pend on its vigilance over its own membors, 
Taking the church of Christ at Tar 
more remarkable than the litth est 
each other. In many cases the entire 
the members devolves on a isa wag 


aga 


eee ru b diff 
‘Waties and embarrsasments without s 

at liberty to call on a member o 

they would on any other 

along with their’ spiritual 
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26 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 
with no reason te suppose that a single member of the church sym- 
pathizes with them ; in not a few instances members of the church 
are known to others to be rae ag the neglectof duty, or to becon- 
formed apparently entirely to the world, and no one feels under 
obligation to administer the most gentle rebuke. In many in- 
stances also the members go astray, where a kind word from some 
one of greater age and experience would have saved them from @ 
melancholy fall, and the church from "7 

This is the more remarkable, from the condition in which many 


. ye" are when they become membersof the church. Many of them are 


young and quite inexperie Most of them have just entered 
on the Christian life, and re a is with them like a grain of mus- 
tard seed. Many of ‘them'dre int families where there is no religion, 
- and where pak can place no.reliance.on their kindred to “ help them 


’ on to God.” aay of them are thrown into circles where the are 


exposed’ to Rare mptations, ot are engaged in kinds of bu 

where ucts is every prospect that they will go astray. Add to this, 
that not a few of themare poor, and need assistance; not a few are 
called to descend from a state of affluence through great reverses, 
when a sympathizing word would be-to them of inestimable value; 


- and not a few are descending into the vale cf years who seem to’ be 


forgotten in the prayers and sympathies of all those who are in the 
bloom and vigor of 1 the Christian life. 
It has become a bu serious question whether it would be 
cial thing which we call the church, tothe 


le to restore that 
fe i 1 contemplated i in the New Testament, The circumstances 


of the world have so changed, and the church seems to sustain so 
many relations to the world not contemplated by the organization of 
the New Testament churches, that it is a matter of grave in 
whether it,would be possible to restore that model ; perhaps wa 
many it would be a question whether it would be even desirable if 
it could be done. It can be very readily seen, from the 
acquaintance with the New Testament, that no church appro 
the mode] that was contemplated by the Saviour and the A 
Mes, and it might be made a serious question with some, whet 
‘the of a aaah ted some valuable i improve 
jer it be not like some re 
or oe with | ye py rate and rude pre 
answered well enough for the age in which it. was 
eagsd mG in "hich ei Fa es the. constitution have 
been made Ngan with the demands of increasing light and 
o,that a removal Shag amendments, and a return to the 
ag a ag t a rélapse into barbarism. 
¥ ild any one of our churches become, if ev: 
s and fo; er romovedy and mrt once 
el of the New T 
however, as it may seem to bring matters back biogas * 
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they were, it is useful from time to time to recur to these ancient. 
records, and to ask what the church of the New Testament was in 
its internal organization; in its relation to the world; and in the 
relation of its members one to another. 1 propose.to state some of © 
those things. With the New Testament before us, and throwing 
ourselves into apostolic times, let us inquire what the Christian 
church is. 

I. First, it is a community separate from other communities. 
It has an organization of its own, and that organization is complete. - 
It has its peculiar laws for its own internal regulation; and for the.» of 
regulation of all its members. in their i intercourse with each other, 
and with those that are “without.” It recognizes no de 
on any other society for the promotion of its objects, and. allows no 
foreign influence to come in and attempt to, control it... It asks no 
patronage from the state ; no support of the civil Pit gui sand 

4 Mtsues for no toleration. Tts right to be in the world, 

_ its own independent movements, is original and sotopsaiaas ok the of the 
state, and is nota tolerated right.. Though surrounded by other 
communities, it is independent of them all; and, in @ most im- 
portant sense, separate trom them all. There isa sense which is 
not merely metaphorical and constructive, in which every,member _ 
of that church separates himself from the world, and regards him- 

selfas no longer pertaining to it. This idea in regard to the church 
is found in such expressions as the following: “ They are not of 
the world,even as 1.am not of the world.”—John xvii. 16; .. “If 
ye were of the world, the world would love his own; but-be- 
cause ye are not’of the world, but I have chosen you out of 
world, therefore the world. hateth you. .’— John xv. 19... “ The 
friendship of the world is enmity with God; whosoever, ‘there- 
fore, will bea friend of the world is the enemy of God.”— 
James iy. 4.. ‘ Love not the world, neither the that are in 
the world ; if any. man love the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him.—1.John ii. xv. ‘‘ We are of God, and the whole world 
lieth in wickedness.”’—-John v.19... ‘‘ Ye are dead, and. your life 
is hid with Christ in God.”—Col. iii, 3.‘ How shall .we who are 
dead to sin live any longer therein.”——Rom. vi. 2.. ‘ ye 
yourselves to. be dead to sin, but alive unto God.” —Romz vi. 11. 
So the church is described not only as a community. that 
which constitutes the world, but as in an important sense, 8 
from it, or having no fellowship with it in its peculiar aims. and eer 
‘‘ What fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And 
what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord: 
Christ with Belial ? And apes hath he that believeths wi 

incase? And what we hath the temple of God w 
Wherefore come out among them, and be ye sepa 
the Lord, and unclean. thing; and.I career you, 

“@, and will be a F you, and ye shall be say Rane nen 
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ters, saith the Lord Almighty.”—2 Cor. vi. 14. * Come out of 
het; my people, that'ye be-not p of her sins, and'that ye re 
ceive not of her plagues: For her sins have reached unto heaven, 
and God hath remembered her iniquities.”—Rev. xviii. 4. “And 
be not conformed ‘to this world ; but “be ye tratisformed by: the 
renewing of your mind.”—Rom. ‘iis BV 

I have selected these passages, out of many more of hdc 
kind ‘that might be referred to, cay oon aga idea of'the 
church was that of community distinct fron world, and in an 
iimportant sénge-separate from it.’ In exactly what sense, and to 
what extent, it fo Ye so ata Se Wee question before us, 
and there would not be time now'to answer the question. The 
genéral iden is, that it has its own ‘laws and regulations, and that 
world has no right to interfere with them ; that it is governed 

es, and has different aimis ftom all other 1 

that for its own principles and aims those of the world are ne 
be’ substituted ; Ce ae ee 


and ‘that ‘though its rs of necessity mingle much 


world, there should be such a marked difference that there need be 
no difficulty in di one from the other, BIOg 
II. In the second place; y elvareli; ‘anbording 40 tha‘ modelcef 
the New Testament, is a community characterized by mutual love 
fonguleatag basges he My meaning is, that love is to be the dis 
ig badge; he the thing by which the members of the chureh 

ye apne 


other, and to be known; and the y which 


_ Ea 


of their own. nrthais i vaamcle aps asa ndgteh- destained, 
but which will be understood all over the world; and will be a pass- 
port to the confidence of a brother of the same craft everywhere. In 
others it is some peculiarity of speech or dress; some catch-word, 
rosette, or ribbon. In others it is: some mystic sentence of a learned 

the initials of whose words only are exhibited to the world. 
In others it is in a written constitution, and in subscription to its 
articles: In others it is‘a commion seal or banner. In others it is 
a cut of @ cap, or the'tonsureof the hair. © Now it is remarkable that 
the and his Apostles prescribed’ no such external of 

‘ip or office, éither for the officers or members of the 
society which they originated. ‘This isthe more remarkable be: 
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oe furnished striking. emblems in. abundance, _, His Lyesarat 
ters might have been directed, when they o: to en 

their brows with a crown of thorns;.or the figure of a cross 
with imperishable dye in the skin;,like the mark w 3 
soldier often adopted, or worn near the heart, melon go 
with diamonds, would. have constituted such 










culiarity of dress; some hit os fg mah 

to: be ridiculonsly antiquated and.singular, might have nee; 
ized his members;.or some. gorgeous. vestment, Pgh 

might have made known. the : of his. religion, . 

will search the records of his im, vain Se rourteenen 


which justifies the adoption = es such badge of 
The: is not the most distant intimation Tanti uaateele 
ministers are 10 be so dmngaiahons nor, to meet all that there. is 
* inthe New Testament, are they required in the slightest Seren fe to 
ovine from the, decencies and proprieties. of ordinary social 
one can fail to admire the beautiful simplicity of the New. te 
nt arrangements in this respect; or perhaps to. wonder that.the 
tet of this new: society did. not imitiate all : and. adopt 
some external badge by which to, distinguish its.m 
But was there no, badge; no mark of. distinction? I answer, 
yes—and one that was, as beautiful, i and distinguish- 
ing, as it was original. It was LoveE,, , See .how this is: repre- 
sented by the Master. himself; and. his apostles. ‘A new ¢om- 
mandment I give unto you, ‘That ye love one another.as.1 have 
loved you, thatyye.also.love one-another. By this all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one.to.another.”’—=John 
xiii. 34, 35., ° ‘We Bhp pnt ed from death unto life, 
because we love the: brethren.”—1,John iii. 14. ‘+ This is, his 
commandment, that we: should Seen: s on abe name of his Son 
Jesus Christ, and love one. another, as he gave us commandment,” 
—1 John iii...23., “He that Joveth not his brother, abideth..in 
death.”’—~1, John iii. 14. If a man say, I love God, and, hateth 
his,brother, he is a liar; for he that loyeth not his brother whom 
che hath. seen, how can he love God whom he. hath not. “seen 2” — 
'L,John iy. 20. . “ Be.kindly affectioned, one to another with bro- 
therly love; in honor prefering one another. ”—-Romans Xii- | 
«*As touching brotherly love ye have no need that I write unto, 
ey yourselves are taught of God to: love one rien a Ther. 


me re are specimens only of the New ‘Testament’ 
the subject... Who.can fail to be struck with the force 
a and.which.was evidently the germ. out, of ' 
is elsewhere said in the New Testament has, ¥. . 
commandment E.give unto you, that ye love one another; as I have 
Joved you, that ye also.love one another. By this shall all men 
‘know that ye.are, my disciples, if ye have love one, nie another.” 
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; » 
I have said that this was as beautiful, appropriate, and distinguish- 
rites of religion, and’the peculiarity of his dress; the military man 
by his clodk, bhis'sword, or by the mark of favor which ‘a’ grateful 
country permitted him to wear; the’ Essene by his squalid habili- 
ments and his contémpt of the proprieties of life; the member of 
a secret society by some mystic sign or mark. In none of these 
cases had love for each other been the disti po orem and peculiar 
badge by which they were to be known. By ‘no such badges, 

, were the ne ee society to be known. 
Nor was it to be by any distinction of wealth, learning, or fame}; 
by any peculiarity of speech, any outrage of the laws of grammar, 
any customs of dress that would shock the decencies of life, or by 
any affected prettiness or gorgeousness, in the apparel ‘of its. 


members or ministers. They were to be distinguished all over the 


world, and in all ages, by tender and constant attachment for each — 
other. This was to surmount all distinction of country, ‘of color, 
of rank, of office, of sect. Here they were to feel that they were 
on a level, that they had common wants, had been redeemed by 
the same blood, were going to the same heaven, and were in every 
respect brethren. There was to be something about this love so 
original, peculiar and universal, that it would serve to distinguish 
Christians all over the world. 
~ Was it possible that this'could be? It would hardly seem so 
if'we were to judge of the church'as it is now. Was it ever suffi- 
cient to coustitute such a distinguishing badge? Yes it was, and 
‘the time has been when the attachment of Christians for each other 
‘has been such as to impress ‘the world with the reality of their‘ re- 
ligion, and with the fact that ‘they belonged to the family of the 
redeemed: ‘They were once’ persecuted. © *-See,” said the Hea- 
then, “how these’ Christians love one another, and how ready they 
are to lay down their lives for each other.” Is there still‘ finger- 
ing doubt how Jove could be the badge of discipleship, and: could 
ve that they were of the same family of the redeemed? Can 
‘love, then, never be the indication of kindred, of relationship, ‘of 
‘our belonging to the same ms Sm Crowds of the young and 
press on the bank of @ river, and a little child falls in. Amidst 
multitudes on the shore, is it difficult to ascertain who is the 
mother? A youtlris led to the stake and chained, and the faegots 
are piled up, and tar and oil are poured on to make the ‘flam 
i wd eee There comes an old man, tottering and trem- 
bling, and says, ‘release that youth,*and let me die ; I am ‘old and 
id, and can no more benefit my family or the world. “He 
has a sister, and a mother, and an aged sire, who are dep it on 
him. Let these withered limbs of mine feel the flame, but let him 
live. Disciples of the same Lord, I might die as well as he, and i 
pray that I may be permitted to lay down my life for my ‘younger 


ips ; 
¥ * 





DUTIES. OF MEMBERS OF THE OBURCH, &C. 3k, 


P Ghipistiati brother.’ Would there be. any doubt what, fame burned, 
atill.on the warm heart of that trembling old man ? And if,.as, has: 
been, when one was doomed to die for his religion, crowds. ress 
forward and. asked that they might die; if, as has, been.in .su 
scenes, the. young, the beautiful, and. the. accomplished—t 
nursed in the lap of ease and. Crt a wou Baty a 
that they mnaght die to.save a ie 
doubt that love might be a 
perhaps; that itis not so now. sg an 

tally if persecutions were to arise, these scenes migh 
over again. But if there is not religion enough in the church to do 
this, I answer further, that in this discourse my aim is. not to de< 
scribe the church as it ts, but as the New Testament model repre- 
sents it. 

III. In the third place, the church, as represented. in, the New 
Testament, is a community characterized by peculiar sym for 
those of its own members who suffer. The membersof the church 
are indeed expected and required to have sympathy for all who are 
afflicted, but the idea is, that it is their duty in a peculiar manner 
to sym with each other, and that what affects one. should 
affect It is supposed that Christians will be exposed to the 
sanie kind of afflictions as others, and that they will also have many 
sources of sorrow peculiar to themselves. They are liable to sick- 
ness, and bereavement, and poverty, like others; they are gn pe 

* to persecutions end trials on account of their religion 
have internal conflicts and struggles unknown pepe ¥ 
have also peculiar joys, as they have peculiar sorrows; and alike 
in the one and the other, it is di peste fon Fae 
sympathy among their brethren. sed that they are.one’ 
bedy, and that in whatever part of that body there is joy % sorrow 
the whole will sympathize with it. 

This idea occurs so often in the New Testament, that, it cannot 
be expected that I should adduce all the passages whi ch refer to it, 
A few must suffice. My text, in the connexion in oer 
is one of the most prominent of those passages....‘‘As the. 
one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one] 
being many, are one body, so also is Christ. yee 
member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one. ber. 
honored, all the members rejoice with it.” The application « 0 
to the human body is obvious.. Such is the frame—so delic 
constituted is it—such is the formation of the nervous, fibres, a and 
pagaeengr ed 7-1 Sa ent aay ar yn that joy 
in one part diffuses itself over all. A pain in the heart, the side, 
or in one of the limbs, does not confine itself there, leaving the rest 
of the body in a state fitted for its usual scnplorentts yey 
part sympathizes with that whichis affected. Regis 
which we receive from beauty as seen by the me 
melody and harmony of numbers as perceived os Sally 


oe 
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over the whole frame, and we are filled with enjoyment. Thesame’s % 
Ay lade-shemtk Wpnaee cement: What affects: 
one member affects all. cnpapewer iawn 3 
Wisc went ae oalaane and as an injury done to a 

the body, so small as to be searcely traceable to an 

ticed eye, may be felt at the remotest extremities, and on the most 
important funeticns of life, so it is in the body of Christ. The dis- 
honor done to the obscurest member: should be felt by all; the 
honor done, to that member should produce rejoicing. No member 

of the church’ ‘hist be vebiabel-c: so obscure or worthless: that 
his happiness or sorrow should excite no sympathy among ‘his 
brethren—as you can make no part of the frame so obscure as‘to 
be lost on the sympathies of the whole. ‘Whether one member 
suffer, all the omar suffer with it; or one member be honored, 
all the members rejoice with it.” — 

_ We have the same idea presented substantially in the following 
ogo “Rejoice with them that do rejoice. and weep with them 

t weep. Be of the same mind ‘one toward another.”— 

xii. 15, 16. ‘Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with _ 
them ; ‘and them which suffer: adversity, as being yourselves also ~— 
in the body.” —Heb. xiii.3. ‘We then that are strong ought to 
bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. Let 
every one of us please his neighbor for his good to edification. 
For even Christ pleased not himself, but as int is written: The re- 
proaches of them that réproached thee fell on me.”"—Rom. xv. 1-3. 

A church founded on this model would be a community-where 
every member would regard every other one as a brother; where 

he would rejoice to hear of his’welfare,.and would sympathize in 
“his griefs; where he would feel pleasure in any honor conferred 
sia Sip cin tad, di CMa be tetbder 0 aid him in his'sor- _ 
rows. Without any officious intermeddling with the private con- 
cerns of individuals, there would be such an-interest felt in the 
common welfare of the whole, that each one might be certain that 
he might depend on the sympathy of his brethren atall-times, and 

in all citcumstances. 

Without attempting further to illustrate this peer in general, let 
me for a moment refer to one aspect of the church to which itis 
always applicable, and in which the duty referred to maybe -dis- 
nein hy I allude to the condition of the youthful members of the 
chureh, and the claims which have on the kindness and sym- 

thy of their older brethren. It now happens, and, under ‘the 
influence of Sabbath school instruction, will happen more and more, 
that a Jerge propottios oF Chute wise hevonte members Of dee chusgli 
‘enter it at quite an ro fir period of life. 

It is unnecessary or ae Fhe their. condition: then: 
They are saparidacods vi n: world, in » They 
weeny to all impressions, good and bad. “Phey 
are ‘by evil ‘infitenees: from. without, and there ‘are 
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make, and any dishonor which they Pees npn 
they have espoused. . ‘They have m0. ida left the world, aad 
they can no longer look to it for its sympathy. jen fon need instruc- 
tion ; they need counsel in perplexity; they need the 
influence of the prayers of the church; they need the y il eye 
of those who love Zion; they need a kind word in their difficulties ; 
they need an affectionate, voice of admonition if they go astray. 
Perhaps they need aid-in their, business; and, not only that they 
may prosper in that business, but that they may. honor religion. in 
it, they need the counsel of those who have experience. 
their circumstances require is, not only that they may. feel: free, to 
seek. the spiritual,advice of their pastor, but ‘that, they may seek - 
eounsel on all subjects. from their Christian ‘brethren. .No man 
knows what service he may be rendering to. the cause of religion, 
by a word of affectionate encouragement and counsel le 
member of the church. He who takes’a Christian) youth: by, 
hand and saves him from temptation, or encourages him to. 
his heart freely to him, ‘or helps him ee 
useful employment, or assists him in obtaining an education for 
‘ministry, may be doing the most.important service to,religion which 
he can ever render, for he,does that which shall be. telling on re 
welfare.of Zion long after he shall haye gone to his rest.’ 
IV. In the fourth place, the church, according to the model.,in 
the New Testament, is a community in which its members accom= 
modate themselves and their conduct, so far as can be dane with a 
good conscience, to the views and scruples of. their brethren.) It 
is a community: in. which it is the duty of its members not to, give 
needless offence to their brethren; not to.do thet, unless, nce 
requires it, which others.regard as wrong,.and tu be ready to. sacri- 
fice, what they may regard.as harmless indulgence, if it should, be 
the occasion of. leading others into sin. ‘This important. principle 
euthraigancgiorbte oon eh, aed oy homely sear 
a give laws to. was ¢ prac 
apes sy ) Having shown this, the. question will arise, in what 
circumstances,the application of the principle is demanded now. 
ta faa ee rape of the conduct of the, Saviour, as 
Stated in a already referred to. ‘For even Christ plead 
not himself.’’ oak at Ruled, Pode ca It was.-not, his 
objesh to. gvetiy hinisel nor did he ever do anythi et eo 
lead the most ignorant of his followers into sin. He indulged 
nothing that could give offence to any who were bi oc 4 
lead Tives of deadness to the world, and evinced: throughout a Trea- 
diness to deny hime of any personal grasiicaton which could be 
badelged im wal ot tn of the souls of men. And so it jis 
said of all Christians: «None of us liveth wniceneetine tne 
dieth to himself.”—Rom. xiv..7. 
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But was it the idea that, from respect to the opinions arid feelings 
of others, it was propel to give uj what ould aherwise be re- 
garded as innocent and harmless? “Was it ever the idea that the 
conduct of a member of the ehurch was to be influenced by the views 
of his brethren; so as to lead him to sacrifice what he would himself 
regard as harmless and proper? And ought a reference to the feel- 
ings, the views, and the weaknesses of our brethren, to be allowed 
to regulate our own conduct in anything that is not a matter of 
conscience? We have a very striking’ case, in answer ‘to’ this 
question, in‘ the conduct of the Apostle’ Paul. The question 
arose in the primitive church, whether it was lawful for a Christian 
to eat the flesh offered in sacrifice 'to idols. It ‘was urged, on the 
one hand, that if this were done it would seem to lend a sanction 
to idolatry, and would lead the feebler members of the church, who 
were not accustomed to nice disérimination in reasoning, into sin. 
On the other hand, it was alleged that the eating of flesh that ‘was 
exposed for sale was not unlawful, and that the purpose for which 
it was offered could not affect the question whether it was lawful to 
of it. Paul was clearly (1 Cor. viii.) of the latter opinion, 


and yet the former consideration ‘decided him in regard to his own: 


* 


practice. The eating of meat could not be with hima matter of 


conscience, and if his doing it were the occasion of seme. Bye 
into sin, he was willing to forego the indulgence.’ Hence he ‘so 
firmly says: “If meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no 
flesh while the world staindechy beet I make my brother to offend.” 
—1 Co. viii. 13." iE ‘casas (rent 
A question of similar character, and perhaps in the same con- 
nexion, came up in regard to the use of wine, and the Apostle stated 
a similar principle, that, whatever might be his own convictions as 
to the absolute lawfulness of ‘the practice, it could not be ri 
if it were the occasion of leading others to sin. ‘It is good nei 
to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor anything whereby thy brother 
stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak.”——Rom. xiv. 21)' His 
own general rule in all such matters, he has elsewhere stated: “TI 
made myself servant unto all tect pe gain the more. And 
unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain’ the Jews; to 
them that are ‘under the law ‘as under the law, that I might ‘gai 
those under the law; to them that are without law, as without law, 
that I might gain them that are without law. ‘To the weak I be- 
came as weak, that I might gain the weak; I'am ‘made all thi 
to all men, that I might by all’ means save some. And this I 
for the gospel’s sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you.”— 
1 Cor. ix. 19—22. Ete PT © , 
The general principle, as an illustration of what the Christian 
church is to be, is here plain. “It is this: ' ‘There are’ some things 
which are right or wrong in themselves. They depend on the posi- 
tive enactments of God, and on-the eternal distinctions of things 
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and cannot be compronised mdi, There are 


however, which be matters of 
pret gern wc ma me hy tcl A 








in in thembeleasy but they may be so-connected, or there may be such 
associations in regard to them, or others may @} such views 
of them, that indulgence in them by us > an, injury to 


— It may shock or pain them as if we Bic ae scp OF, 
on our example, they may be led farther than we would P 
—— sin; or they may be led by our example to do | . 
which they now regard as sin, and which would, be sin to aa. 
In such a case, the course. which we are to pursue becomes clear, 
and it is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor anything 
whereby a brother is offended, or is made weak. _,, 

This was the principle on which the Christian church Bo 
dently founded, and on which the in Ape Paul acted. Tt may be 
observed here that it is a paanine which there will always be 
occasion in the church. T’he particular questions jin connexion 
with which it was stated may not occur, but questions precise 
similar are occurring in every age, and under the numerous 
in. which society ap There are certain things which a 

-solutely right, and always right, and. from the obligation to doy 
no modification of society or custom can absolve us; and there. are 
eertain things which are absolutely wrong, and always wrong, and 
which no modification of society can make right. And, there are 
certain things, always quite numerous, where the consciences of 
some are entirély clear as to their lawfulness, and of others much 
in doubt, or when. the tendency of indulgence would be. to lead 
others into. sin. In-such cane, what is Christian duty! What 
would Paul do? 

We will take two cases, one of which Paul has himeelf referred 
to; the other not. 

The.one is the use of. wine. You regard it as lawful. Y, 
think the Seri do ‘not condatan its use, and refer to the. 
ample of the Saviour in justification of its, use. ' But many of your 

- Christian brethren ho doubts on the s no matter 
whether well founded or not. What is more tothe pS, 
that any of them might not be as w/in he we of a8 you 

hey are younger} they are liable to be invited to places 

- where you would not be; and there is a moral that, sus- 
tained by your example, they. will be led to excessive indulgenee, 

and may bring reproach on the: religion which you and. il 
fess to love. In such cases, what would Pauldo?. WwW. 
found on his own table; would his conduct be such than in conta 

be constried in favor ofthat which .had. led others astray? We 
know what his conduct would. be.:. **It is good not to drink wine, 


or anything whereby a heotlier stumbles, or is a or. is 
made weak.’ ._ 
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- 'The- other ae have probably anticipated. It. is. that of 
facing. You ¢ it not wrong, though the arguments.on which 
a Christian justifies it have not yet been submitted to the ic. 
‘You would refer in this instance to neither the example of the 
Saviour or hk nor to any recorded experience of theirs 
as to its s fora Christian. . But there are, we will suppose, 
views which make you think that it is not inconsistent with the 
r spirit of a Christian, and the precepts of the New ‘Testament. 
eantime there are very different views among your brethren. 
They hare'ng' debt shout t,'and they.do-not hesitate +0 express 
their conviction that it is inconsistent with the spirit of the 
New Testament, aap ieusipra pine wl se ane a Christian. ‘Some 
of these ma *? members of the church; but 
not all, baby und the great mass of the most devoted 
and useful ministers of the in all denominations, and many, 
very many, of the most spiritual and exemplary members: of the 
churches. I may make-an appeal to you yourself on this.subject 
just here, which F mean shall convey so invidious ides and excite 
no invidious comparison. It is, whether, as far as your own'ob- 
“servation has extended, you do not yourselves believe that the most 
 gonsistent and devoted members of the church—they who have the 
“thost enjoyment in religion—regard it as improper for Christians. 
If you find a very devoted and eminent Christian, do you, or do 
ie a ape ipa ag the ball-room, and do you expect that 
e will regard this species of amusement as that which is proper ‘for 
a Ohristian? But still more to‘the purpose. ‘This practice whieh 
you regard as proper, and in which, for sition only; ‘we will 
regard as safe for you, will not be as safe forall. ‘There are: the 
young, the inexperienced, the ‘* weak,” in the church. :‘Fhere-are 
those of little education, of ill-balanced minds, of the imperfectly 
subdued love of the world. There are those who'are surrounded 
x more temptations than you are, and there is a moral-certainty 
sustained Pibdoeminier  yre Sa pp wen In such 
tan ‘in inferring, 
; Boe-dhish beteetiele homes shie torrealdbannioath 
ym while the world stands?” ites ae 
wi the eareeny epee cape bo adh orcningrtnthslarhe 
ing by which 1 am conducted to this conclusion ? ager 
V. "in the fifth place; the church is a community in whieh it‘is 
con.emplated that thera shall be mutual admonition among the 
members, if they go.astray. . I will not now tax your patience by 
illustrating this pomt preteen gs a point which I ‘had 
designed to make somewhat prominent. Yet ?t was an elementary 
idea in the early conception of the Christian church. Look at the 
fundamental principle down by the Saviour: ‘If thy brother 
shall trespasss against thee, go and tell him his fault between him 
and thee alone; Ghee. ded hone chao, thou hast gained thy’ brother.” 





tied, 








vankle and fester in your own mind; you are nottoallow it 


to. your ‘brother’ that he-has offended you;. you are notto.send 
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—Matth. xviii, 15. » Thy: 2 a in, lem fll 
blazon it abroad; . — 
4s done you wrong 







cr ackandaneacncieal 







you. arom omy sanecrwens evasive and re 
him, without his knowing the cause; you are not’ 
to this one and that one with the hope | 


him an anonymous letter, or a message by tag CF cence ll ‘go’ 
to him, and see him by himself, and give pars maine we 

explanation or confession. . If he + hears’. you,you: gained 
him ; and if he repents, you are to forgive him ‘even till seventy 


times seven,’ and to no one else are you to say.any about it. 


Math. xvi1..22. ‘If thy brother trespass against thee,” said the 
Saviour again, ‘rebuke him, and if he aan forgive him.” Luke 
XVII3, Anhenodivhoabiiededeniede “Thou shalt in any 


wise rebuke thy neighbor, and not suffer sin upon him.” : Lev. 
»xExe 17. 


But I may not dwell on this duty; though its illustration mighthe 
easily made to occupy the time of a whole discourse. L willjustsay, 
that the church is not now in this respect what it was contem 
itshould be. Almost the whole of the painful duty—for it is a pain- 
ful duty—of rebuking an erring brother, is supposed to devolve on 
the pastor ; and there are-many who would not receive a rebuke from 
any other, even if they would from him. Nothing is more common 
than for membérs of the church to see other members going astray, 
or leading what. they regard as inconsistent livés,; without feeling 
the slightest obligation on themselves to rebuke them or to.attempt 
to reclaim them. It would be said by these that the customs off 
society, and the different ranks atid circles of life, and the fact that 
the offenders are rich, and that they are themsely e it 
impossible and improper for them. to attempt to — 
of kind admonition. And.this illustrates just the: poi 
me, that the church is not now.-what it«was imthes 
Saviour, and what it was contemplated it should be. — « ‘. 
cial in which a thousand rt sand inativadons'td me in to 

e those of the New Testament, and to make it, at large, al- 

ntially unlike the ‘ platform’ of a church there laid down. 

rae tandin. catear in‘conclusion, to advert in one’word, to the 
Seautltah conlepeion--abeeGuetv idea} of thie church as ized in 
the New Testament. Itis a'society essentially unlike that'of the 









, covered pcr ws eon principles; and intended to be 


lates that its members shall 
honesty, ‘fidelity, and purity, all the relative’ daties 
which they owe totheir kindred, their Slerscx-cenapneey but 
‘not of policy, » or worldly y but 
tunbtulnouecsiectsans iicseneiadipralana sand 
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ment to a common Saviour, ' | which knows no distinction of color, 
caste, age, or’ country—a love ‘so strong and pure that it is to be 
seen by the to be a new element in ml conduct ; the devel- 
opement ofa newlaw. Itisa community where there is athy, 
deep and sincere, for its members, and where,.as in the hu- 
man body, joy or sorrow in one part thrills along the whole frame.— 
Itis a community requiring of us mutual kindness, concessionyand . 
forbearance; a solicitude not to offend, and not to lead:others 
into sin 5 ome ean eo aaa pe SaeNe ni 
if we may help others who are feeble and weak onto heaven. Itisa 
community all-of whose members are liable to go astray, but in which 
each member feels an interest in the welfare of every other, and who, 
whenever he wanders, would by prayer and supplication ‘and ap- 

personal effort, seek to lead him back to the paths of pure 
religion. Such were some of the features of the New Testament 
church ; had this always been its character, long since its glory would 
have enlightened all lands, and the earth would have been filled with 
- the of salvation. ‘ 
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THE NATURE AND EMPLOXMENT OF HOLY ANGELS. 


“ Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall 
be heirs of salvation.”—Hebrews 1. 14. ; 


From the earliest ages, mankind seem to have had some con- 
ceptions of an order of beings superior to themselves. Nor; when 
we contemplate our situation, is this surprising. We see.prders 
of beings below us in rank—beasts, fishes, reptiles, and insects; and 
it is reasonable to conclude, that there are orders.of beings likewise 
above us, in the scale of dignity and intelligence. We know not 
why there should be any gaps or chasms in the creation of Gad ; 
why that chain should Sa helhios aienel-nan seems the middle 
link, and which stretches from the incomprehensible Jehovah down 
to the half-formed animalcule. We, indeed, know nothing certai, 
respecting this, but by revelation; yet, as the restless. mind of man 
has been ever conjecturing, it is not strange, that when there was so 
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much ‘grdund for con opittion as in the present instance, 
the Greeks should have had ¢ heir 


ons, (knowing onés 
Romans, their genii—or, that ‘Heathen authors have ve wien 0 
much respecting satyrs, fauns, and nymphs of 

however, reason makes only le, the Bible eae ec yg 
dispute. That assures us, that there are both good and evil— 

holy and fallen angels ; informs us also of their nature and occu- 
pation; and tells us further, that we have with both these orders 
a direct concern. 

I propose, at the present time, to speak only of the former of these 
tlasses, the Holy Angels, of whom we have an interesting ‘though 
brief ‘account in the text. ‘Are they not-all ministering spirits, 
sent forth to minister for them who shall ‘be heirs of ‘salvation ?” 
By this we may understand that angels are spirits, | and that ~~ 
aré active spirits. 

Let us, then, contemplate the character of these beleatial inhabit- 
arts and their employments ; which will prepare the way for erined 
practical reflections. 

1. I remark, that they are immaterial 3; vaitldaaaiiadbat 
like ourselves with flesh rnd blood, though doubtless, like ourselves, 
endued with reason, affections, and agency. If they have 
bodies, these bodies are formed—not of such matter as that with 
which we are acquainted, but of what is far more subtle and ethe- 
realized than such matter—matter imperceptible by our senses, as 
we are now constituted. 

2. Their intellects are capactous and richly furnished. 

Their minds were originally formed with exalted faculties, 
and these faculties have since ‘been constantly expanding, and 
constantly e in amassing knowledge. More’ than’ six," 
thousand years have these distinguished intelligences, been de-” 
voting themselves, with intenseness and fervor, to the study ‘of 
truth. Had Adam lived until the present time, and with only the 
ordinary capacities of humanity, have employed himself in investi- 
gating various subjects, what a high degree of knowledge would he 
now possess! How great, then, how inconceivably great, that 
amount of information which those have obtained, who, with com- 
te wok ofS at first, have been since ardently searching into 

of Jehovah—his works of creation, of providence, and 


“t ee is wonderful. 

: pood engmer ws ab adap eux elgenVetaat) warewilale 
pprcetea>s: orKnatnet ton? pea, “smote the four cornérs ‘of 
Job’s house,” and immediately destroyed his children. | Tt was an 
angel’ who * smote “in“one ‘hour all Bit bors of, Ov of 
oo od nan and it was “ the four ‘a 
we are told in who were commissioned nl 
hold the four wi Oe hese “’ The twentieth chapter of this 


book, presents us thewieiOenl tio the spectacleiof “an angel coming 


















4.. But their activity is as astonishing as. ge eee 

A. striking proof of this we are furnished en Aa 
Daniel. He commenced prayer, and before he had concluded, 
*« the angel Gabriel ordered to fly swiftly, touched him,” and 
announced an answer to his request. Though light flies with. great 
rapidity—264,000 miles in.a second,. yet it takes.three years. for 
its rays to reach us from some of the fixed stars; but here, Gabriel 
comes from the immediate presence of the Most High to our 
world, probably a distance far more remote, in a, few moments. 
Such unparalleled velocity, words can neither express nor imagina- 
tion conceive. They literally, like their Master, ‘walk on the 
wings of the wind.” 

5~idn.addition to these attributes, this dignified orderof beings.are, 
in their nature, preeminently lovely. All the gentler and sublimer 
virtues, tarnished with no spot pm debased with no alloy, meet ia 

and adorn their characters. They are invested with:every external 

» and in. their bosoms .gne intense flame of love to; their 
Erestee and his creatures, burns clearly and perpetually. | God is 
holy, and they are his holy angels—objects of his complacancy, 
made in his: image, and reflecting his perfections, ce 

Such, at a glance, is the nature of these. noble spirits. As ta the 

mumber of them, it is excee great. Our Lord speaks of ** more 
than twelve legions,’’ who, had he requested it, would instantly hage 
* gome to his.aid. | Matt. xxvi. 53. * Thinkest thou, that I cannot 
\now pray to.my Father, and he.shall presently give me more,than 
twelve , apes of angels?” A Roman legion amounts|to more 
than. six thousand men; more than. seventy-two. thousand would 
have come, therefore, to. the, Saviour’s help, had. he required it. 
Daniel. saw, in, his. vision,..‘‘ thousands of thousands ministering to 
the Ancient of days, and ten thousand times ten thousand 
before him ; bene she, Spans sathn anion ta the Relrannnsee 
them, ‘an innumerable company.” Their numbers exceed com- 
putation. 

Il. Let us now, secondly, eg te respecting their employments. 
They, Aave employments. God has so formed his rational crea- 
tures, that to be happy, their faculties must be engaged in the. 
suit of some interesting end. er Sag to of 
\those who have nothing todo. They are. restless and uneasy ; 
and if angels had mo,oceupation, they, too, could not be, bee 


See ene es; » iF long at rest 
But they are not aes, they are eouaill ; 
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ithe Ti celebrate Jehovah's prasses. 


Aa the 


dvchenanedeed spin Paap et pnts ts 
mount, exalting the majestic law-giver by their presence,and add- 
ing grandeur and solemnity to the scene.. At the birth ofthe 
Messiah, angels hymned his. natal song, bringing glory to, God 
and glad tidings to man, into delightful union. ,And,xwhen this 
Messiah, having completed his arduous, yet blessed work; returned 
to his Father who sent him, these same spirits hailed, ingioes 
with acclamation, calling the gates to lift up their everlasting: 
and the doors to lift up theirs also, that their King might comesin. 
And now in the upper temple, they “rest a ag ae 
erying holy, holy, holy, is the Lord.God Peg med 
blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto that sit- 
teth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and.ever!” 

2. , also, as we have hay with unmingled and. imapnge 


divine character is a 
ding nai ‘sot 


finite Creator is unfolded to their admiring 

delight are awakened. Since, too, 

Ste petp eens ts 
ve much pleasure in these works ; these 

explore. But particularly do. the dis 

toward his church, engage their open ¢ 

of investigation. ee ager gg FA I 

cdgsinbismbdl aceanapemiotee ates om 


“in made known unto the. 


gt pla aC rnin i can 
any where else,—glory of bis most winning and. kindling 


the riches.of his love und: grace. . ehcp 

he Bs Th Gre prompt tovexecute;thej nae me ay 

guilty. the rey f of Bennacbetihcenaninus id whom wal 
°? Anangel flies on his mission of terry and ale: : 
aha re : — Di “a na 1 ye tly expose, his 
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destroys in three days, three-score and ten thousand persons. out 
of Judah and Israel. And if any vialsof Jehovah's :wragh:aré to 
be poured out on any particular portions of etre 
cared breaks the seal, and the curse comes. : . 

4. “But one of their chief employments, is decusilie’: in the 
text ;—they minister wnto the heirs of sal :—Those whom 
God designs to save,—whom Christ a the 
Holy Ghost has regenerated, and is now sanctifying: and who, hav- 
Saphiseed wodial auld darticht vahehivecemtigneohaenseamenee’ 
the world, devoted themselves to his service, and live on Him for 
protection and happiness :—in other words, to real christians,— 
to such it is the duty, as it is the privilege, of these noble beings, 
to-minister.. It is: almost incredible that they do this. It would 
be qutte ineredible, had not inspiration declared the welcome fact, 
and recorded many such instances of their affectionate condescen- 
sion :—or rather, it would be quite incredible, had not God parted 
with the Son of his bosom, to die for us ;—but having done this, 
- examples of his regard, or of other’s regards, far loftier in ev- 

respect than ourselves, should occasion distrust or 

pe e that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
hw alia her mot with then also, er ive us all things." We 
are mean creatures indeed,—frail, 1, mortal, but if we are 
not too mean for the Lord of all, to selahciden, tamaieb ak eadiinks 
consequence for even angels to minister unto. And we are assur- 
ed they do this: “They minister unto the heirs of salvation.” 
An heir of salvation is one-adopted into the family of God: and 
‘@s the older members of a family, smile upon the new-born infant, 
cherish it as one of themselves, because sustaining a like relation 
with them to the same parents ; so angels foster the weak, tender, 
believer. ‘Though his superiors in intelligence, piety, and power, 
he has the same Divine Father, and is to enjoy, eternally, enjoy 
with them, the same Heaven. They feel, therefore, a deep inter- 
est in Christians,—minister unto them. 

But how have they dischar, ged this office? And here: “Not to 
be wise above what is written,’’? we must confine ourselves: to the 
inspired word. We must look for instances of these, their acts of 
kindness,in the Bible. How, then, have angels ministered to Saints 
in past ages? 

Ii They Innes dais chi! keeping them out of evil. When 
Elijah had fled from the fury of Jezebel, and disheartened, lay under 
gpaive tee hee tian for food, he would have 
——— touched him, maneeierente Sign etree 

3 and he look eid behold: sheers: when cake bakes 
oe mp water at his head; and he did eat’ pond 
‘and laid him do rai ao 
had fallen, Elisha, wash down by the agents of the King of 
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ehold the mountain on which he stood,' was full 
ots of fire round about Elisha.” And’ inthe 
91st Pasi, itis ‘said, “to him who dwelleth in the secret ‘place of 
the Most High}”—the genuine saint. ‘He'shall give his angels 
charge over thee, ‘to keep thee’ in all hy ways 5 they all boa 
thee up in their hands, ‘lest thou’ dash thy foot against a’ stone.” 
This, then, is-one inode in which these spirits ministered to the first 
Christians ; they preserved them ftom serious harm. 

2. They delivered them from danger, when fallen into it: “Phe 
angel of the Lord encampeth round aboutthem that fear him, and de- 
livereth them.” Not only comes to them for a moment, and then de 
parts, but encampeth about them,—pitches his tent around them, 
and locates permanently for their relief. The word angel, , 
is a houn of multitude, and by the passage is to be 
that these spirits watch the people of God with intentness, for the 

urpose of affording them succor in seasons of peril and distress. 

oses, informing the Kinz of Eden respecting the Israelites;—the 
covenant people of God, said, “Our fathers went down into 
and the i, gyptians vexed as and our fathers ; and when we cried 
unto the Lora) he heard our voice, and sent an angel, and brought 
us forth out of Egypt.” Before the burning tempest fell upon 
Sodom, angels laid held upon Lot, ‘and brought him beyond ‘the 
devoted city. Daniel, surrounded with lions, had fallen a prey te 
their ferocity ; but “ the Lord %ént his angel, and shut the lion’s 
mouth.” Peter was'in prison, between two soldiers, ound with 
two chains, and the ‘morrow’s suw would have d ‘apon: 
corpse ; but suddenly a light shone in ‘upon him, and the darkn 









of his prison-house departed, and his chains fell off, and aes preg 


of his dungeon and outer gate opened of their own accord, ‘and 
Peter was free. And what does ‘he say of it? “Now I know of a 
surety,,that the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath delivered me 
out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of ‘the’peo- 
ple of the Jews.”’ 

3. Angels guided, and directed Christians what todo: ° As 
Gideon was thrashing wheat by the wine-press, to hide it from the 
Midianites, an angel appeared under an oak which was in Ophrah, 
‘and directed him first, to cut down the altar of Baal and the grove 
that’ was by it, and then with a few selected warriors, he marched 
to the cunget Midian, with his pitchers and his lamps. Moses 
went unto fheraoh; end deadline e-crge ‘of Israel for the 
worship of their God, because * the angel of the Lord had 
peared unto him in flame of fire, out of the midst of a bush.” ~ 
was an angel, who told Joseph to take Arete bse: mg 


Mapaiboce ded ay naa it was tenet > See. 
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In these several ways, did angels minister to Saints in past ages? 
But do minister to them. wow? Wena ah-neresinne ti 

not; ‘ve know of many reasons why they should; and 

inspiration expressly declares, that they do now perform this office. 
Some of the passages we have quoted, manifestly imply this, and our 
text plainly teaches it. “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent 
toforth minister for them who shallbe heirs of salvation?” Not, were 
they not all ministering spirits once, though not now, but are they 
not, at the present time, under the gospel dispensation, and is not 
this a standing employment of, angels; till the end of the world 2 
Evidently, this is the m >and it is. as true now, as, when/Ja- 
cob, a forlorn wanderer from his father’s house, overtaken by night- 


lg te » encamped there ; the st.nes'of the.p 


sanibumepeets it may ‘? ; 

it consists. 'We do know something definite. e vat as 

ve vuenstiahd te bndaahaaa at a fallen angel, ani. 

culiar propriety in their being helped towards heaven, by angels who 

yo het And since apostate spirits in a variety .of ways, 
as pea narra gs egg ne singel mein 





i how many perilous: 
ened? How is this? ‘Shall we eserbe kw 


has no place in the Christian’s preserva- 
tion be ascribed to our wisdom or strength? Have we not rather 
escaped, ye te “‘gave his angel's charge’ 


tutelary angels 
“ Millions of spiritual creatures unseen 
Both when we wake and rani 


is the lan put by: Miltom-into:the:mouth of. Adam; sindwhe 
ean tell, Kt our ‘eyes not holden,” would: be seen 
around the believer’s path, watching, lest the serpent, who, teguiled 
by subtilty, Eve, should beguile Christians also, and plunge them 


to ruin ? 


“¢ What ills their heaven cary prevents 
No earthly tongue catt A 


If dwwdhenishehpnctcinadinsestsnemucnanhies , 
liver us by men, from \évils which would be: brought On 
men, and material causes: may He not deliver us alsot nvis 
from the subtilty and. vidlence of invisible en 
Piciniyare ve ugh, hat hon eso of te ristian.} 
ee nati ered by angele to: Abraban’s —d 
gto do with the soul and body:aneil that 
In ways, ways, in many ways, they “ minister unto 
peo yareoraategr nari cer de ‘these particu- 
or not, affects not the interesting fact. 'They-do ministet 
the y in contradistinction from the bad, now, and at the 
am og the just?” —and widke thiat-separation eternal? Pht 
Ne way is now opened: forsome the he rogers eet mont 


are the the regards 
man eal bre the went 
of our Lord, how 
carl has he boo of hi 





ces, he gives them in, charge to colossal <i gs... 
Sook mir ey ny et na ; MES of Cattery 

n having en agonies : 
rose from the dead to a seat at his.right hand: ,no, but this Jove is 
seen still, in imparting guidance, consolation, and strength, by an- 
gelic ministry, by sending help from heaven to interpose against 
- skill and wiles of malignant spirits, and aid in our recovery and 

vation. ; 

2.. The. ministry of angels demand our gratitude. The 
Lord. forgive wiey the devout Bishop Hall, “for that anaes 
5 Sa offences, I have suffered myself so much to forget, not onl 4 

divine presence; but also the presence of his holy ang: els. 

is, I confess, my great sin, that I have filled up my eyes wither 
objects, and been slack in returning praises to my God for the con- 
tinued assistance of these blessed and beneficent spirits, who have 
ever graciously attended me without intermission, from my birth 
to the present moment; neither ever shall, I hope, absent them- 
selves from my. tutelage and protection, till ‘they am wt 
sented my poor soul to:her final glory.” » May we:not, on 

ren, make this same confession, and utter this prayer ? 

us, have been sufficiently ‘mindful of these invisible sabes in- 
structors and comforters? If this discourse be truth, we have.a 
duty yet to perform in this respect—to thank God for the attend- 

_»% « amece upon us of this celestial retinue. 
3. How exalted is the dignity of believers ? “ Angels minister 
1 tg ” The wicked may revile them, and point at them:the 
scorn ; but angels, unspotted, noble, glorious anges, love 
i. appreciate them, and cheerfully do them services: The 
name Saznt, in this world, where right and wrong are confounded, 
and vice bears rule, is often a'term of re roach, _O what a dit- 
ferent meaning does that word convey to the mind of yhim,¢* who 
seeth not as man seeth, but who looketh upon the 
the mind of intelligent heaven! There are. those nipo-ase 
ashamed to be considered Christians. 
be one ofthese to whom angels are not ashamed to minister! 
How ridiculous in the eyes of angels, and of God, do such ? 
or rather, if angels could blush at — others ought to blush, how 
would they blush at such aspectacle? No. “ 4 
p Aegan sczmn Sin aemnaeg waste abandoned Satan, b 
the reme f his once lofty perfections and Wake 
but let not at the name of Christian. er i 
silos: de otchad! Ms: tapecertiad 2-too leday, 20° calling ling wp 
the rocks and mountains to fall upon them.” I wonder not; 
having been ashamed of Christians, and the Christian yw oti 
should then be ashamed of themselves, and “awake to shame 


everlasting contempt.” I wonder not at that expression, 
sion of face.” I should think that there would be to 
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whenever the ungodly looked at their Maker, their conduet or their 


: ay tee ; ate : a TEER i 
Oa What «elle model for imitation, is this glorious, order 
of beings? Had our race always acted like them, how different 
should we be from what we now are. Man, originally, was “made 
only .a little lower than the angels,” but instead of imati 
towards them, and rising’in the scale of creation, he departs from 
them, and descends towards the brute, It becomes him to’ look 
above, not beneath—it becomes him to be like angels. Heowveager 
and indefatigable are these pure spirits in the pursuit of sacred 
knowledge! How lively and intense their gratitude! How ar- 
dent their love! How constant and cheerful their obedience! 
Above all, what greatness and condescension, benignity and power, 
unite and sweetly harmonize in their characters?’ Though exalted 
far above us, and conscious of such dignity and exaltation, they 
willingly become the companions, and execute the humblest offices 
for the fallen children of Adam. To protect and cherish those 
who are poor, and guilty, and defenceless, and. wretched, is in a 
sense, their professional, chosen employment. In their bosoms 
ai finds no place. _ Weak, ignorant, sinful man, is proud, 
evils are proud ; but angels, how meek, and lowly, and lovely, 
are they! Let us imetate them, my brethren. Be quick to learn 
prompt to do, and habitually condeseending to those of humble es- 
ae See in every. neighbor, a friend, in every Christian, a bro- 
3 ‘dla 
5. How glorious a view. does our subject. present, of the f 
ture eee of the righteous ! py Seng af nap 
gels are, and how they are employed, and inspiration says, that 
she children of God shall be “equal to the angels.” Can it be? 
Do I look upon those, who shall one day have the same purity, dig- 
nity, and felicity, which angels now haye? Itis evenso. I 
thought. If there is a person here, im this sanctuary of Ged, to 
iad aa" an heir of salen angels mr eeeAy that one shall 
as perfect as angels now are, when he “shines forth as the sun 
in the Kingdom of their Father.” And there the Christian will 
associate with those angels who ministered to him here... There is 
re rir pcan! delightful cae oa Kind. offices. are the 
firmest hond of friendship; and it may be Jehovahs wise econom 
endear unto us the inhabitants of heaven, by permitting them in 
world to do us good. If one confers upon you favors, how 
does your heart go outtowards him! If, when your house was on 
fire, and the blazing timbers falling around you, astranger should rush 
through the smoke and flames, and bear you to a place of safety 
in his arms, how strong would be your affection for that stranger ; 


and if you met with him for the first time after his deed of love, in 
your obligations! Lafayette opened his 


sciagiies oot how would you grasp his hand, and with swim- 
acknowledge i 





us again, tri 

ory of hr dab a the gett! rung 
pela And when or denagmtetemre 

heared you in thie vl of tom cand held you en 
erils of your pilgrimage, will you not greet thent ‘not 
lijah, think you, had, ere this, a-joyful interview with that angel, 
who fed him under the juniper tree, that he might not die? O breth- 
onde NN et ee 


nae 


tent mn aka 
Femsimmanhednet.. 


Finally. Let the impenitent Enow, that it'is a fearfll thing to 
Peseta figheim be | things are going on. This earth 
a tre, on which impor ing ness g: “Migh 
eternal coticerns, are The God of eiskdak Se 
jy n this earth, in the of a m wadkey Bare 
live: aay oe ci ae 


wie eri. Good waco een Ripe caw Ot tha thes 
salvation, and guiding 8 ee Note e skies. And devils 
. @ré abroad, to darken foolish hearts, obstruct the work of the gta- 
cious spirit, and lure souls to death: It is a fearful thing to be in 
such a place as this. It may seer a trifling thing to live, and in the 
and bustle of life, you may t where you are. Butknow, 
ny jends, i is a fear thing to live ; know that this is a state 
probation; know that devils would destroy you, and angels re- 
joite over your repentance ; and know also, that “the’ things ‘of 
your peace will soon be hidden from oy es.” 
8 that eb it feel these thin angels now around 
the tidings on ag Gladly would they ‘do 
ie Ghaly eit he ‘Whi tikionnicel thé Baviour Birt th the 
te aren red 1 hi nthe fod his iepceade? panty 
To. a the stone from se 
wi i cheyDbE e TP Pee hs lad and is alive again, 
was lost, and is found.” * 


that 
te aoe en ela ad wos 
of devils, ‘and the pet aie the pit ! 





